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Abstract

This paper explores the appeal of the cosmic horror series of gamebooks “Alone Against the...” for the Call of Cthulhu
TRPG by Chaosium. The purpose of this study was to collect and analyse actual responses to see how they aligned with the
theoretical reasons found by reviewing the literature. The data were collected through a survey using Google Forms. The
survey was shared in groups on Facebook and Discord specialising in cosmic horror role-playing. The results show that there
is a strong negative correlation between age and wanting to learn the rules of Call of Cthulhu through the introductory
gamebook Alone Against the Flames. Another major reason for playing these solo gamebooks was the difficulty in gathering
a group to play traditional Call of Cthulhu. This problem seemed to affect older players more than younger ones. Overall,

the findings reveal a diverse set of reasons why people have been playing the various gamebooks in the series.
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the Flames] 23 b AX23H 0, 33 ANlE7 LA L

1. 2EEE OF k.

FhiE E&# #a
19-29 12 10%
30-39 28 24%
40-49 26 22%
50-59 42 36%
60-69 7 6%

70+ 1 1%

#£2: [7 P w VL 7%#5E TRPG] TRPG D7 L A LEHICET AEIZEE ORRER.

PAZE 1 % F—/—BER %
1EH LD 1 0.9% 11 9.5%
145ERH 16 13.8% 16 13.8%
1-2 4 12 10.3% 18 15.5%
3-5 F[H] 27 23.3% 24 20.7%
6-10 £ 9 7.8% 7 6.0%
11-20 55 7 6.0% 11 9.5%
210 E 44 37.9% 29 25.0%
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RIKT—LT v I DT VA EE.

TLA4H Flames Frost Tide Dark
0 30 79 84 72
1 36 23 18 28
2 31 5 9 14

3 10 4 1
4 3 2 0

5+ 2 2
A TlEAEL \ 86 \ 37 \ 32 \ 44

722 E0B5. T [Alone Against the Tide] (3
AN) , [Alone Against the Dark] (2 A\) . [Alone
Against the Frostl]] O» %7 LA L7122 L0350 5HH
BEII N R o T2,

BINEET VA LIeF— 2% 1~50 5 Bt
TRHME L, ZOfE%, [Alone Against the Flames ]
DO NHJFHMIE 3.75, [ Alone Against the Frost)] >
¥IFEMIE 3.50, [ Alone Against the Tidel] 0 ZH43E
filitx 3.56, [ Alone Against the Dark] O V-H#J5F A%
344 L7257,

KT — DY T LA BTN T O Y

(BF IV —5LEx% 5 EIRTE) [ Alone Against
the FlamesJ] 1.99[0], [ Alone Against the Frost] 1.81
[B], [Alone Against the TideJ 1.78 [B], [Alone
Against the Dark] 1.45 [F].

=L uE T VLA LIEEBRLEHL, UT
DR AR L. £, =257 AL, D
BZEBIRLTEANOE GO~ T —VHE bR
SNTW5B. 7B, SEIORETIIES—L0D7
VA HAHZEEREETE LTS, 504
FHiE 100%E2HzTW5D., HEF—LTHRLEL)-
FFHEBEIIRTFTERRENTNS.

[Zofh] Z@IRLZRIEEICIE, &6
SEE=mR-E A, 2 H0RIEZENEE LT,
Ry R¥¥ A FTTLALTWS 2QAN), ¥—21
T eEmo7rry 2 N), RNZED L
(1N 72&, TONRIIZKIZD-5.

ZOBFITIE 35 DI AL PRFELI, 6
ANDEEENEE DR LD ET -T2, Kb

R4&BT—bET VA LIcEA.

Molo BRI, T vA T 5KR 720 (6 AN), 1
— AT AF Yl T —=TOERE L (4
N), TAFTT 2fcb o F—ALT v 7 &4E
STIELWY B AN) 2Waol-bDThoat=. Fio,
['Alone Against the WendigoJ 7> [Alone Against
the Frost] ICAMHNET I N2 & T, LI
Ao l-b LT, 20X =157 v 7 OFh%TF
FTEEE BTz

T2 X VESBRT D201, IHIT
I ATV, [BIEE OFE, 7 LA R, F—3
—i%BR & OFBIBIR A I H 2N LTz, [ 10
W72 72 WERRIZOWTIE, T— 2 REDT0,
DX RGN TD o, LFORE, Z
O OFBEROMBREEZ 7 — L T 823 TR
L7=bDTHB.

FABEERERIE, 2 DOMEN ENTZ T BT
RLTWDERT. X1 206+ £ TORE
Thd. 1 IZEWEIEITROEB 2R L, Fisn
& < 72 DI O THRFE DR & -~ 9 [ REME 23 & <
VA I 7 N I /8 I NS TIRVRS > S e A UAp VE
L, R EL 2D TRE DR Z R
TRREMENELS D Z E A2 RT RSN H DH. 0
WV, 2 2OEH (FIZX, Fis & FrED
Beit) ORNCHHBECRIEMEE A ERWNW D L 2R
9. Z—~~1(Cohen 1988) D /RIEd 2 Bh & & i
M5z &3, BEENRERNTHD. LR -T,
£0.1 O@hEE (EITRE) &<, 203 1 TH
FREE, 20513 KE .

HEH Flames Frost Tide Dark
L—ILEES =8 44 (51%) 7 (19%) 8 (25%) 14 (32%)
R b=U—(CHEKEZFEINT= 28 (33%) 18 (49%) 8 (25%) 15 (34%)
FUBRERLRS—D=8 8 (9%) 3 (8%) 3 (9%) 3 (7%)

—_ \
Z;’; TERHZOHMLL 25 (29%) 14 (38%) 12 (38%) 20 (45%)
axXs vy - RS—HMEAR 8 (9%) 3 (8%) 3 (9%) 1(2%)
v - F—LhRE 10 (12%) 6 (16%) 7 (22%) 5 (11%)
Z0fth 16 (19%) 4 (1%) 7 (22%) 9 (20%)
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TZ7 FeoAT78EETRPG) © [2RXI v «FKF7—] F—ALT v

K5 TVATHEALER, STURER, —7BEBRE OHEBRELR - [Alone Against the Frostl .

Alone Against the Flames (N = 86)

H SFiR4ER PAVEE 1L ] F—NR—BR0HEE
L—ILEZE I8 -0.95 -0.79 -0.49
R =Y —[CHIRZEINT= 0.47 0.24 0.56
FYBELHRS—DIZD T—RTE
TIL—TEEDHDHE L =5 0.86 | 0.56 | -0.03
aXIwY - RS —EBFAL T—RTE
VO - P LpFE -0.68 | -0.41 | -0.41

K6: A THHHLER, FLARER, —7BBL OIHEIB% - [Alone Against the Frost] .

Against the Frost (N = 37)

H SFiR4ER PAVEE 1L ] F—NR—BR0HEE
IW—ILEZESR =8O T—TE
R b—y—cEkEEANNL -0.72 | 0.23 | 0.26
FYBRELHRS—DIZD T—RTE
TIL—TEEDHDHEL =5 0.79 | -0.18 | 0.04
aXIwY - RS —EBFAL T—RTE
VA - F—LhFE T—RTE

R7: VAT EHEBLFER, SUARR, X—7%BRE OMHBELR - [Alone Against the Tidel .
Alone Against the Tide (N = 32)
HH SFi4aEa T4 REBOEHE F—R—EBDHE

IL—ILERR=O T—RTE

R =Y —[CHIRZEINT= T—XTE

FYBRBLRS—D=8 T—XTE

TIL—TEEHZDNEL L= 0.01 0.04 0.48

ARXI VY - RT—HEBREAR T—XTE

VA - S—LHFE T—XTE

£8: AT HEELEH, SRR, F—7RBREOHERMR - [Alone Against the Dark] .

Alone Against the Dark (N = 44)

HH Fh1EES T A RBROHEE F—/R—BEBRDEE
L—ILEZ ST 0.52 -0.17 -0.36
A b=l —[CEKRZEEI NI 0.22 0.31 0.55
FYUBELRS—DI=8H T—RTE
TL—TEEDDEDHREL = 0.04 0.07 | -0.16
aOXI Y - IRS—HEBEEAL T—HATE
VA - F—LhFE T—ATE

9. ZE

AIEI T, WS ODOBRBEEWER L, ¥
ENTFERENH SN o7, BIEE O RN
BHETHY, RT3t L D b BEICARDEH
5T EME. F72, TRPG BREE B MENEARY

22\, BIENEE ST =T Y VAT 4T A
b, L B AD23% V. Facebook D%
T X B 56.3% kF 22 43.7%(Dixon 2023),
Discord 1351 65.3% M 34.5%(Ceci 2023) & 55
BENBN TN S.
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LinL, 7 by 74855 TRPG] O LA
CHEEOWITIZIBNT, Filn & RBRICET 2 RIE
FEOEEMEITHoicd -T2, BRERIZOW TR
2), HEFWITRBEER T LAY —21 L b)n%
<, FHIZRRERE WV D ST LT D o0
BLURERN. 72721, [ LA TESHLIN A% L
TZW. Zhbo$FE, [7 by 74EE TRPG]
DRI CRE 22D 2D T2 b DD, 2014 FEITH
TIRAFFTESNDHE T, ORTIEH E D AKHR
ol ZEZRLTNDDNE LIV,

F—=bT7 7 DT LAIZELTIX, [Alone
Against the Flames]] 23 EEIJIC AR H -T2, 2
DFERIE, ZOAFOLRT INOFFICELS Z L
TR, 2O —LT v I iZAF—X—F% v b
WICEENTEY, 7T 28, AARE, AL
i, R— TV RaRR 8 EREICHIRRE T D
(Mike Mason, 2023, FA(E). _@/7 LT 703,
TAFTT 2D Y =T YA b H D EET PDF &
Fyorm—R$EHZLbTES. LinL, 19854
2V U —AXIN7=DIZ, [Alone Against the Frost]
& [Alone Against the Dark] O HF D7 LA ¥ —
DEBDIpoteZ 1%, DaBEXTHD. 2020
BIZRERENTZEDPVOH LY A ML THD
[ Alone Against the Tide] & tb~2% &, 7L A ¥ —
DEITOTNILNWIETTHD. ZORRIT, 7
— L7y 7 ERWINTIE T2 b v L7 #EE TRPG
T=NET I DNKIPED -T2 & AR LT
HDO0H L7, LaL, ZhEiRd 5i2iE
S ORDMENRVELES S .

[ Alone Against the Flames] 1 -3~ L A [A]
Bk bZWT—AT, 2 ld 1RT VAL
TENDFEE T LA T 1.9 I Th 7=, Linl,
Z #uE [Alone Against the Frost] (1.81[E]), [Alone
Against the Tidel] (1.78[8]) &RV {EETH ST,
W 145 I LT LA Sieho Tl [Dark] Tl
BHE RV BIAR DA B L7z, [Alone Against the
Dark] (2i%, [Z b w7456 TRPG) 12I13E 4L
TVKVEMw—w#aihfwé.%é@%%
I, ZNHOBML—Eh - LHBETH DX
T, & TIE otz xTns. LirL, 5l
DEZEFIX, THHDA =7 A FEAV & Tk
L7z, 7 — L0 & IEF i > TR Y,
[Alone Against the Flames] 73 fx & A X & D
(3.75/5), [Alone Against the Dark] 73 H A&H3
720N (3.44/5). LT=do T, [EIZEMN [Dark] %
T A LB MD & A VL0 Do o B
N ERN N E AN

BTADPBT AL THDLE, WD
DHLRIRNZ E RS, F—IL, &7 —L% 7
VAT DR ONKDHHEHICHONTOa B
B A3 72> 7-. [Alone Against the Flames] % 7
VA LTZE B E L TR E - T7201E, v—v%
ST o7-. UL, [Alone Against the Frost]
DEFEE, A M=U —ICHKRZEDPNTZN |
EWVW I BN LD o> 7=, [Alone Against the Tide

& [Alone Against the Dark] D&%, [/ 1—7
EROTDLONHELIN-TonD ] Tholz, Z0
£, LSS EHICIIZHEERH D LD
D, b 3 ODREEIL, 4 ODF—LT v 7T
TICBWT I3 2DEETH - 7-.
BLEREWZ L2, LVBEETaXIy s -
KT —HBWET D — AL, UIEUITEME AL
WL TREEND Z L& CHITEMT TV DR,
INHOBERITRbIBRI N T
['Alone Against the Flames] (22> T,
(V=B8] LD EREE (51%) A
BIINTOIFELS RE LT, Zux, A
Z—H—tky MZ (v 1&ELT) FERLTH
LZEMBLHLNRESIC, ZOF—LDAM
DGR INTNDE 1 THDH. [Alone Against the
Dark] © &7, V— 1 EZFEHNTT LA Ihiz
(w%)_&a,wﬁa%f%é SR Oy s
(2, [Alone Against the Dark] (21, [ Fwv 7
EE TRPG] OOy TlEiel, D7 —L7
v 7 TCORERSNDH Lvb—L & A d) = X L
NEAINTWS., ZThboBMLV—LiX
['Alone Against the Dark)] % /L — /L5238 |2 7 7=
BRLLTWBEIHNTEZIEN, BELLIF—LAIC
T HEERILZE O TIERWiEA S, Z O ER
BROA\NEWD, [Alone Against the Dark] O FFAf
MEL, T UA BB DRV O—ErE Ly
O B UERAIO T LA DR, L=V EFESEND
TA XY —OMFIISZ DN holzt Lich,
HBOT LA T 5 RIS o 72d LitZeu.
@io@A4VAw@ﬁm%M; THEW
Wi b BERFERMR I Z TN TH L &, »
< ’Diﬂ@ﬁﬂi%{gﬁ< ESREFRERE DT HZ &N
TE5.
W—nZpsicd] & THEE) (-0.95),
7 LAk (-0.79), F— X—ikBR) (-0.49)
EOMITITRNEDHBEANH L. ZORIRIE, 1F
& A E D [Alone Against the Flames] DR & [FIER,
FIZE< R boTixwn. [7 Ny L7 i
TRPG) O 7 LA BB D72 NENNITE, L—
NERZDIZDIZZ DT — L% T AT DM
JRVY. B R &1Z, [Alone Against the Dark]] C
IXZ DT, Flp L — B FOTWE L ORI
BWIEOMBER R b, FROT LA ¥ —
Jb— V% 5572912 [Alone Against the Dark ] 78
HATHERALE., LA E X — R—BRIC
FREIEAFR I 22y (Wi & L A DOFHEIEEtR) 729
REEIRDONEIARHTHS. [Alone Agalnst
the Frost] & [Alone Against the Tide] CTZ OFEH
BT DI T — AR+ Tho Tz,

[ Alone Against the Flames] Ti%, BlBkz %
ZohHA M=V —L, Fili (+047) BLOF
—/N— 2B (+0.56) ORIZ, FHW\ e b HEL
FERWIEOMBEBRN RO, 2F D, Fin
NEL RHIZHONT, ZORMOWEIZHEAY %%
LNBAEEENELS D EWVWH Z L. Z oA
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[7 b /VT78EETRPG) O [2XI v 7 « RT—] F—LT o

L4 ), FEORER & T IEBAMR T, T LABAL
R OEF ThH D LMESH TV, ZOEs
7RARBARIMRIT £ 72FET 5 7%, [Alone Against the
Dark] (0.22) TE7RVHE->TVD. KLY #EN
A OMEIREfR (-0.72) % Fi> [Alone Against the
Frost] Tix, WOMRNRRNTEY, HNT LA
Y—INZDF—LT v I DA =V =% A
722 L &R LTS, [Alone Against the Tide] (Z
DONWTIE, ZOBREHERT 5T — 4B A+ T
H%5.

[Alone Against the Flames] (0.86) &
['Alone Against the Frostl] (0.79) D[RIZ#H Tl
Flin L 7= LI N—TEZOF L8 L S ORI
WICEBWIEOMHER H -2, Z OfERIT, Fins
BWEE T — LR ZED D OB LN & AR
L TWb. LiaL, [Alone Against the Tide]
(0.01) , TAlone Against the Dark] (0.04) (2[4
LTI, Filisl 7 V—7RLOREES & ORICH
BITXRA 6N oTz.

ERELT, EF—LT 5T AT 5
HHIIZHETHDLZEBHLN o=, F—A
7w 7 ER LT Y —X ([Alone Against the...]) T
B, MLr—ity b ([7 v 7 ek
TRPGl) #fEio>TWAHN, AxBRENZNLDT —
LTy 7 HT AT HHAE, RiTLoTHRY
BigoTWi=, L, ZOMENBNL OO
AR L EFEEXNT LN TES., LD
T T AT EHRBANRDH D 3 DO,
=V EFESRTE, A RN—U—CHREEIND
Zl, A ITN—TEEDDIDIIEFTHI L
7Fote. ZOMEE T2 XM H D12 H 0
DHT, KT — - F—AT v RN LE Y REITEE
BRI —HHEBLELEY, 2 XI v 7 « KT —/)
ROBMEAAEZFHRLZVTDHZ EIZO0VTI,
FT=ANLITITEA LR EN o7z,

[ Alone Against the Flames] (% 4 fft D 7 — A
Ty ORTRERBANIDEHY, EIL—LE2FS
Teliflibiic. HERT — ARBROD 720 NI,
ZDOFEEFAE. FROBEEORTE, 7V
—TRLOEHLINL Y RERLEFRLE 2> T
D, RBRIIFNIZEBR WL S 7Z.

10. HIfR =18

Z O, #HERTRENL ODDRS
N7,

ARBFFEIL, JEBIEDS Ll 220y &y 9 il
KI5, &5 116 o AERBIENEE -
W, BIEE LT A —ICETHE, W
S OMDEITHE Y NE Dotz 2D, F—
AONICHESIWMELH Y, LDEZL ORERD
T, K OREHBICHEN 2L DI ->T2TH A D
SIS 5. LR ->T, ZNODOREHRIL, &
WX ERN 2 b D TH D20, IRENRL DT
1272 <, HEEE L THREINDERETHS.

H OO EODRFUL, HENEMTH -T2
ZETHDH. LVFEMREBEA X Ea—TE
TRETHZLEHLTEXD7EAH. LrL, 57
% L RVEFER BT D0, REICE T SR
T 20y, HHWNITOmGRREET S, 5%
OWFFETIE, K0/ TV RHER 28D
TRE7e A X B a—21T RS, £T LV IRH
RSB EAT, HENREREZELNNIT DD
NEHEA9.

FHeEMED S 5 —Ho>DFREIE, RIERZIC
X BF— 2RO RN TH D, Z ORMBEIZE
D7 va TR L, AIERERIR Y SN T
WDM, ZOXD 7T —FIUEFIEIZB VT,
RETFT—ZIFIIBEINI HLOTHS. LR
ST, BAMEERT 72012, ZORFITHON
THZ ZIZELTHL.

11. #55R

ZOMETIE, FAF VT 2O [7 by
L7 145G TRPG) H7— A7 v 7 [Alone Against
the...] YV —XD4MoEnFnz 7L AT 5H
H#ZPE-7-. [Alone Against the Flames] 1%, Z®
4 5D =57 v 7 ORTEEMIZANKB D>
7o, LL, 1985 HEZH5E S 47z [Alone Against
the Frost] & [Alone Against the Dark] 7%, 2020 4F
(23858 ST HiE [ Alone Against the Tide] % >3
N BBl S 72720F 72 o T2 DI BLIRR .

SN BIE, AAERINLDOF—LET L
A THEENBREHIDREDL 6 DRI
LML, TNENDOF—LT w7 %7 1A 358
HIZZHETHY, b ARDOHDHME—DEHIZD
WToarvrRAFGEseno7z. FHUITH
Db BHF, ZOMIETIE, T2 b w745
TRPG] O/ — V&S0, A h—U —|Z 8Bk
EEZLNDIO, BN T2 b w7 s
TRPG] % —HfIZ T VAT DI N—T% BT %
OBFELN=0, V) 3 OOEANFERIZAR
NEWT LRS-,

ARFZEIX, WA 7V —TIEHTHDH 1
— NV VA T = AZBNWT, YR THF—AT
I T VAT HI EEBIRT BB ERE L
BAIDHDTHD. AFFTROMRIUL, BIZEH DK
NI D 72N ETH D, LR~ T, Z 0Ok
BIIERN b O TiEeL, RmBNRLOTH D
ERRTIE R B, RIFRIE, *ORBENR
WEIZHE b Hd, TRPG DY —ALT v 7 &
LA T HHEEIZ OV TN L DO BRI E &
kL, ZO0BHOLSZOMIDTDDER %R
ETDHHLDOTHD.

SHICHIRAZEDIIE, LV—LEFIED &
THANRICE ST, ZDOXIRF =N EDOFLE
MR ONERD Z ENTE D0 LitZe.
T, = v OBREICET ORIZEFEDOA S
FHl, A=A T w7 THNR=ERTWNBIL—LD
BEEIRHT, BIEEZ Lo T LA THDITNE
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R VA EBORE, =T v 2T LA LT
bR BEMRNE LN — DL — L OFE R E NG
FNAHTLXY. TRPG OF LWL — L EES5T
ClE, RISV AP —2ESETALDOROEE
RAN—RKLDOEDTHD I ENLLSZITAND
NTWaD, ZOREITTNTO TRPG &fhiZ
LoTHEEKETHAD.

T, BEHOT VA XY =B =L T N—T
EEDDLONHELWEHEZRET D Z b, 5%
OWFFEREE L TEZOND. FOMRKIL, &
DEL DT LAY —IZT 7 EBATX Lz EA
TLHZ LD, LVELL DT =LA77 & HHE
THZ RO, HDHWE, F—s3—1 A&7
A ¥ —1 ALMZI L7\ [Does Love Forgive (%
L7 @7 ] (Hardy, Kaminska, and Mazur 2020)®

LMD NET =2 mb o LHifET D Z L 72Dn.

NIRRT —, FFlCaXI v o - RT—DHER
TN, HEORE L LTI WVWE DT
=AY AN

T LTy 7 ORI ERENIAF BT,
TAFTT Lo DR IR T T
EESTIELWE I AL MT D770 b0, 7
A A7 Lthi, [Alone Against the...] > U —X
ZIHIIZYVY—RFT 52560 THYH, [Pulp
Cthulhu (L~ « 7 hwL7)] X2 Down Darker
Trails (BfVV/INEAZ F2) ) 728, [Z7 bwa7sh
7t TRPGJ OB H YLK T 5 "[REMEN &H
B EARARTNDG,

TOFEBFIZL ST, AABLEIDLH
P IT 5 T EIREDINCONT, BHD—H%E
AT Z LN TE. A%OBMM BT 57

— AT PA LV OWEHELTHZ LRSS ND.

Atk ORZEIX, Z O OEMEE LT, TTO
ANIZE 5TOD TRPG D7 — L7y 7 (KB & [ F &
HLHZLENTED.
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